Claims 



1 . A method of managing a well file record of a plurality of components of a 
well at a well site, comprising: 

storing a well file at a first computer, wherein the well file includes information 
about the plurality of components of the well; 

transporting a second computer to the well site; 

providing a wireless communication link between the first computer and the 
second computer; 

communicating the well file from the first computer to the second computer 
through the wireless communication link; 

changing one of the plurality of components of the well at the well site; 

inputting into the second computer a well file change that documents the step of 
changing one of the plurality of components of the well; and 

making the well file change on the second computer accessible to the first 
computer through the wireless communication link. 

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising causing an instrument to sense a 
part identifier of a component added to the well at the well site, wherein the part identifier 
is associated with a digital identification value; inputting the digital identification value into 
the second computer; and using the digital identification value as part of the well file 
change. 

3. The method of claim 2 7 wherein the part identifier is a bar code. 

4. The method of claim 2, wherein the digital identification value represents 
an alphanumeric name. 
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5. The method of claim 2, wherein the instrument senses the part identifier by 
way of an electromagnetic field. 

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the plurality of components includes 

cement. 

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the plurality of components includes an 

acid. 

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the plurality of components includes a 
sucker rod. 

9. The method of claim 1 , wherein the plurality of components includes 

tubing. 

10. The method of claim 1, further comprising accessing the well file from the 
well site by entering a well site identifier into the second computer, 

1 1 . The method of claim 10, wherein the step of entering a well site identifier 
into the second computer is performed by selecting from a plurality of well site identifiers 
displayed on the second computer. 
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12. The method of claim 1, further comprising entering into the second 
computer a company identifier that helps identify a company involved in changing one of 
the plurality of components of the well. 

1 3 . The method of claim 1 ? further comprising updating the well file by 
incorporating the well file change into the well file. 

14. The method of claim 1, wherein the well file change includes a digital 
identification value that helps identify which one of the plurality of components is being 
changed. 

15. The method of claim 1, wherein the well file change includes a date that 
helps identify when one of the plurality of components is being changed. 

16. A method of managing a well file record of a plurality of components of a 
well at a well site, comprising: 

storing a well file at a first computer, wherein the well file includes information 
about the plurality of components of the well; 

transporting a second computer to the well site; 

providing a wireless communication link between the first computer and the 
second computer; 

communicating the well file from the first computer to the second computer 
through the wireless communication link; 

accessing the well file from the well site by entering a well site identifier into the 
second computer; 



changing one of the plurality of components of the well at the well site; 

entering into the second computer a company identifier that helps identify a 
company involved in changing one of the plurality of components of the well; 

entering into the second computer a well file change that documents the step of 
changing one of the plurality of components of the well, wherein the well file change 
includes a digital identification value that helps identify which one of the plurality of 
components is being changed; 

making the well file change on the second computer accessible to the first 
computer through the wireless communication link; and 

updating the well file by incorporating the well file change into the well file. 

17, The method of claim 16, wherein the well file change includes a date that 
helps identify when one of the plurality of components is being changed. 

18. A method of managing a well file record of a plurality of components of a 
well at a well site, comprising: 

storing a well file at a first computer, wherein the well file includes information 
about the plurality of components of the well; 

transporting a second computer to the well site; 

providing a wireless communication link between the first computer and the 
second computer; 

communicating the well file from the first computer to the second computer 
through the wireless communication link; 

changing one of the plurality of components of the well at the well site; 

witnessing the step of changing one of the plurality of components of the well at 
the well site; 

entering into the second computer information that indicates that the step of 
changing one of the plurality of components of the well at the well site has been witnessed; 



displaying on the second computer an access code of a limited useful life in 
response to entering into the second computer information that indicates that the step of 
changing one of the plurality of components of the well at the well site has been witnessed, 
wherein the access code allows the well file to be changed within the limited useful life of 
the access code; 

with the aide of the access code, changing the well file to reflect the step of 
changing one of the plurality of components of the well; and 

terminating the limited useful life of the access code after changing the well file. 

19, A method of managing a well file record of a plurality of components of a 
well at a well site, comprising: 

storing a well file at a first computer, wherein the well file includes information 
about the plurality of components of the well; 

transporting a second computer to the well site; 

providing a wireless communication link between the first computer and the 
second computer; 

communicating the well file from the first computer to the second computer 
through the wireless communication link; 

accessing the well file from the well site by entering a well site identifier into the 
second computer; 

having a first contractor change a first component of the plurality of components; 
having a second contractor change a second component of the plurality of 
components; 

entering into the second computer a first company identifier that helps identify the 
first contractor involved in changing the first component; 

entering into the second computer a second company identifier that helps identify 
the second contractor involved in changing the second component; 

entering into the second computer a first well file change that documents the step 
of having the first contractor change the first component of the plurality of components, 
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wherein the first well file change includes a first digital identification value that helps 
identify the first component; 

entering into the second computer a second well file change that documents the 
step of having the second contractor change the second component of the plurality of 
components, wherein the second well file change includes a second digital identification 
value that helps identify the second component; 

making the first well file change and the second well file change on the second 
computer accessible to the first computer through the wireless communication link; and 

updating the well file by incorporating the first well file change and the second well 
file change into the well file. 



